
New Jersey fire code requirements for cold spark machines 

The use of "cold spark" machines in New Jersey is subject to regulations outlined in the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code 
(NJAC 5:70), as well as National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards, particularly NFPA 1126 and NFPA 160.  

Key regulations and requirements 

1. Permits: A permit is required for any event utilizing cold spark machines. Applications must be submitted to the 
local fire prevention bureau at least 10 days in advance. 

2. Clearance: A minimum 10-foot clearance must be maintained between cold spark machines and any combustible 
materials. 

3. Exits: All exit access must be maintained at all times, ensuring they are not blocked by the machines or 
attendees. 

4. Fire Extinguisher: A Class D fire extinguisher with a current inspection tag must be present and ready to be 
available for use with the machine(s). 

5. Diagram: A detailed floor plan indicating the location of the machines, tables, chairs, exits, and clearance from 
combustible materials is required. 

6. Compliance: The use of cold spark machines must comply with <<Link: requirements set forth in NJAC 5:70 
(2018 New Jersey Uniform Fire Code), NFPA 1126 (2021) and NFPA 160 (2021) 
https://spartanj.org/DocumentCenter/View/1834/Cold-Spark-Machine>>.  

Additional considerations 

• Cold spark machines, while advertised as "cold," still produce hot sparks that can cause burns or ignite nearby 
combustibles if precautions are not taken. 

• Titanium powder, the source of the sparks, can spontaneously combust at air temperatures as low as 482°F. 

• Local jurisdictions may have additional requirements beyond the state fire code. It is recommended to consult 
with the local fire prevention bureau or fire marshal for specific guidance.  

Note: Links to the relevant documents are provided in the search results and should be consulted for the most up-to-date 
and specific regulations.  
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